
MINUTES 

UNION COUNTY COUNCIL 

REGULAR MONTHLY MEETING 

TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 9, 2025, AT 5:30 P.M 

103 W MAIN STREET UNION, SC 

 
 

Present: Chairman Phillip Russell, II, Councilman Danny Bright, Councilman John Glenn, Vice 

chair David Sinclair, Councilwoman Annie Smith, Councilwoman Carolyn Rutherford, 

Councilman John Flood, County Attorney Jennifer Williams and Clerk to Council Kindra Horne. 

 

Notice of the meeting and a copy of the agenda giving the date, time, and place of the meeting was 

posted on the bulletin board in the hall in the Union County Government Building and the meeting 

location. A copy was mailed or emailed to the members of the Union County Council, the County 

Attorney, Daniel Prince at WBCU Radio Station, Anna Brown at the County News, to others 

requesting copies, and to elected officials and heads of various county departments and offices. A 

notice of the meeting and a copy of the agenda were also posted on the County’s website. 

 

Chairman Russell opened the meeting at 5:30 PM. Councilman Danny Bright gave the 

invocation and Vice chair David Sinclair led the Pledge of Allegiance. The Clerk performed the 

roll call with the following results: 

 

District 1 Danny Bright was present. 

District 2 John Glenn was present. 

District 3 David Sinclair was present. 

District 4 Annie Amith was present. 

District 5 Carolyn Rutherford was present. 

District 6 John Flood was present. 
 

Chairman Russell requested approval of the minutes from the August 12th, 2025 Council meeting. 

Vice chair Sinclair made a motion to accept the minutes as written, Councilperson Smith 

seconded. There were no questions, and the motion carried.   

 

Chairman Russell presented service awards to the following County employees: 

Christian Sims, 911 – 5 years 

Sherrie Sumner, Clerk of Court – 5 years 

Terry Humphries, UCSO – 5 years  

Joshua Mullinax, UCSO – 5 years 

Kellan Mills, Detention Center – 5 years 

 

Chairman Russell confirmed with members of Council that they received a copy of a ‘Thank 

You’ card from Mary Owens.  

 

Chairman Russell recognized Elise Ashby, Executive Director of the Robinhood Group, to make 

a presentation to Council. The Robinhood Group manages the Farmer’s Market, installs 

Community Gardens, and provides fresh produce to the community. Ms. Ashby stated that the 
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Group had recently trained 12 employees in SERV Safe which is a training that all employees of 

the food service industry must take. Ms. Ashby stated that the Group needed funding to replace 

the plastic at the Community Garden in Cross Keys that an animal had torn holes in. Ms. Ashby 

informed Council that it would cost $3,000 to replace and install the plastic. Chairman Russell 

stated that the request would be referred to the Finance and Administration Committee.  

 

Chairman Russell introduced Tim Svedlund, Chairman of the Union/Laurens Commission on 

Higher Education, to discuss tax millage rates. Mr. Svedlund thanked Council for what they have 

done for the Commission in the past. He explained that the Commission owns the property and 

buildings that house USC Union operations. USC Union does not pay rent to the Commission; 

instead, they pay USC who then makes improvements on the buildings and properties. 

Approximately 12 million dollars provided by USC and the State of South Carolina were used to 

upgrade buildings and facilities that are owned by the commission. Mr. Svedlund gave Council a 

brief overview of the work that has been done to the properties and facilities that USC Union 

operates such as the new Softball Stadium, Truluck Gym, Central Building, and the Main 

Building. Mr. Svedlund stated that the money received from County millage is used for 

Insurance premiums. Insurance premiums have gone up since renovations have been completed. 

In the previous year, the insurance was $34,000 a year. However, this year the insurance has 

gone up to $66,000. Insurance takes out a large amount of the funding that the Commission 

receives from the millage. Mr. Svedlund thanked Council for what they receive but he believes a 

millage increase to match what is given to SCC would help cover their increasing costs. He 

stated that SCC offers programs that USC Union does not and vice versa but they are both 

beneficial to the County and the citizens of Union. Enrollment in the last year was approximately 

1,300 and this year it is over 1,600. The number of students that attend USC Union in person 

could increase with better housing, which is a project that has begun in Downtown Union. 

Students travel internationally to Union for academics and athletics and they would like to see 

safe housing for these students. Mr. Svedlund thanked Council for giving the Commission the 

property to build the Softball stadium. Vice chair Sinclair asked if Mr. Svedlund knew the last 

time there was a millage increase for the Commission. Mr. Svedlund responded that he did not 

know; they have not always received funding from USC and the State also. The value of the 

property has gone from $12 million to around $24-25 million which has caused the insurance to 

increase. Councilman Flood recalled a time where USC Union was almost shut down. However, 

he believes that it has become a valued asset to the County. Mr. Svedlund stated that USC Union 

recently celebrated their 65th Anniversary and that he hoped the next 10 years would be better 

than the last 50. 

 

The next item on the agenda was to consider any Board Appointments or Removals. Councilman 

Bright made a motion to appoint James Garner to the Kelly Kelton Fire Board. He stated that Mr. 

Garner is not related to the Fire Chief or any other members of the Board. Vice chair Sinclair 

seconded the motion. Chairman Russell called for questions, there none. He called for a vote on 

the motion, and the vote was unanimous. The motion carried.  

 

Chairman Russell moved on to approve an Airport Improvement Grant. The total awarded was 

$2,397,515.00 with a 5% County match. Chairman Russell stated that the match funds were 

appropriated last year but they just received the grant. The grant will be used for runway and 

lighting improvements for the 3,500 ft. runway at the Airport. Vice chair Sinclair made a motion 
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to accept the grant, Councilman Glenn seconded. There were no questions; the vote on the 

motion carried unanimously.   

 

The next item was to consider allowing the County Supervisor to execute a Termination of Fee 

Agreement with Belk, Inc. Chairman Russell stated that Belk has vacated the former “Belk 

Building” which has since been purchased by Eaton. Councilman Flood made a motion to 

proceed with executing the termination.  Councilperson Rutherford seconded. There were no 

questions and the motion carried with a unanimous vote.  

 

Chairman Russell presented a Proclamation Recognizing and Honoring the Members of the 

South Carolina State Guard and their commitment to National Preparedness Day. Councilperson 

Smith made a motion to adopt the Proclamation, Councilman Glenn seconded. There were no 

questions; the vote was unanimous and the motion to adopt carried.  

 

Chairman Russell moved on to present Resolution 2025-07 which was the renaming of 

Lukesville Park. Chairman Russell was presented a request from the Lukesville Community 

Club to rename the Lukesville Park to the Freddy “Babe” Dawkins Park. Councilman Glenn 

made a motion to dispense with referring to Committee and accept the Resolution as written, 

Councilperson Rutherford seconded. Councilman Flood asked for information on Freddy “Babe” 

Dawkins. Mayor Thompson gave a brief history of Mr. Dawkins, stating that he was an avid 

baseball enthusiast and made sure that the baseball teams were sponsored by the Buffalo Mill. 

Chairman Russell stated that Mr. Dawkins managed the Lukesville Park field as well as kept the 

teams equipped. Vice chair Sinclair thanked members of the Lukesville Community Club for 

preserving Mr. Dawkins legacy and passion for the Community and baseball. Councilman Glenn 

made a motion to dispense with referring to Committee and accept the Resolution as written, 

Councilperson Rutherford seconded. All members voted in favor and the motion carried.    

 

Chairman Russell requested a motion to enter into Executive session to discuss contractual and 

legal matters related to Resolutions 2025-05, and 06, and Ordinance 405 and 406. Vicechair 

Sinclair made a motion, Councilperson Smith seconded. The motion carried unanimously. 

Council entered executive session at 5:58 PM. 

 

At 6:37 Councilman Flood made a motion to exit executive session, Councilperson Rutherford 

seconded. The motion carried unanimously. Chairman Russell announced that council was out of 

executive session and that there had been no action taken during the executive session.   

 

Chairman Russell introduced Resolution 2025-05 which was to approve local match funding in 

the amount of $16,000 for SC DES Brownfields Voluntary Cleanup Program Grant. Chairman 

Russell stated that it would be used to clean-up the former Union Dry Cleaners located at 307 

East Main Street. Councilman Glenn made a motion to dispense with referring to Committee and 

accept the Resolution as written; designating the funding source as 327. Councilman Flood 

seconded, and the motion carried with a unanimous vote.  

 

Chairman Russell presented Resolution 2025-06 which was an agreement to provide local funds 

in the amount of $500,00 for the clean-up of Buffalo Mill. Vice chair Sinclair made a motion to 

dispense with referring to Committee and accept the Resolution as written; designating the 
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funding source as 327. Councilman Bright seconded the motion, and the vote was unanimous; 

the motion carried.  

 

Chairman Russell introduced Ordinance 405 that directed the distribution of certain Fees-in-Lieu 

of Tax received and retained by Union County, SC pursuant to various agreements for the 

development of Joint County Industrial and Business Parks, and to amend certain Ordinances of 

the County and the Union County Code of Ordinances to give effect to such direction; and other 

matters relating thereto. Councilman Flood made a motion to dispense with referring to 

Committee and to approve 1st reading, Councilman Glenn seconded. There were no questions. 

The vote was held and was unanimous, the motion carried.  

 

Chairman Russell introduced Ordinance 406 authorizing the execution and delivery of a special 

source revenue credit agreement by and between Union County, SC and Project Robin with 

respect to certain property in the County, pursuant to which County will agree to provide certain 

special source revenue credits; and other matters related thereto. Vice chair Sinclair made a 

motion to dispense with referring to Committee and hold 1st Reading, Councilperson Smith 

seconded. All members voted in favor of the Ordinance and the motion carried.  

 

There were no Elected Officials present.  

 

Chairman Russell moved on to the Supervisor’s Report which was emailed to Council prior to 

the meeting and has been attached to the minutes. Chairman Russell briefly gave Council 

updates regarding the Transportation Program, Jail Addition, Tax Levy, and former Union 

Hospital facilities.  

 

Chairman Russell called for any other announcements; there were none.  

 

There were no Committee Reports.  

 

Councilperson Rutherford made a motion to adjourn, Councilperson Smith seconded. The vote to 

adjourn was unanimous and the meeting adjourned at 6:55 PM. 

 

 

 

 

 

Phillip G. Russell, II, Chair, Union County Council 

 

 

 

 

Kindra W. Horne, Clerk to Council 

 

 

 


